LIBERIA

" 0 Liberty, what things arc done in thy name."

(Madame Roland, at the guillotine,
November 8,1793.)

How many slaves are there in Liberia, that country
whose very name should call up visions of prosperous
freedom ? The Liberian Government, through its
representative at Geneva, has denied with s^ale
boldness that slavery exists anywhere within the
borders of the Liberian Republic. All well-wishers
of the negro race would like to believe that the
Liberian Government, composed as it is of American
negroes, had succeeded so well in its effort to build
up a modern Republic that it had been able to
abolish slavery. But it is idle to close our eyes to
well-authenticated statements to the contrary. The
statements made are of a twofold character. The
first is that slave-owning is widespread amongst the
indigenous people of Liberia; the second is an
assertion that the Liberian or American negroes are
exploiting the original natives under systems either
of crude slave-owning or under forms of forced
labour reposing on domestic slavery, which are
barely distinguishable from slavery, The Liberian
Government, in its defence, calls attention to the
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